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Be realistic about what you can and can’t achieve with 
radio1.1 

●

●

●

●

●



Focus on foundational literacy and numeracy skills that 
promote access and equity 1.2 

●

●

●

●

https://www.risingacademies.com/rising-onair


Foundational skills are universal and not tied to any one 
curriculum 

●

●

●

●

Partner Stories:
Sierra Leone Ministry of 

Basic and Senior 
Secondary Education

1.2 

https://mbsse.gov.sl/radio/


Radio broadcasts can be an opportunity to address other 
challenges that families are facing2.1 

●

●

●

●

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/protect-generation-impact-covid-19-childrens-lives


Beyond student learning, school closures also raised 
questions about teacher engagement and support

●

●

●

Partner Stories:
Opportunity EduFinance

2.2 

https://www.chalkboard.education/


●

●

●

●

When it comes to content, don’t reinvent the wheel3.1 



●

●

●

●

Use your own existing content and supplement it with 
content from other organisations

Partner Stories:
Akanksha Foundation

3.1 

https://www.akanksha.org/


●

●

●

●

Translating existing content can also help to shrink the 
time from development to dissemination

Partner Stories:
Innovate Educate & 

Inspire (IEI)

3.1 

https://ieipakistan.org/


●

●

●

●

●

Use existing content to allow teams to focus on the 
practical logistics of getting on the air

Partner Stories:
Impact Network

3.1 

https://www.impactnetwork.org/impact-education


Develop a clear and repeatable structure to lessons that 
all content developers can and will follow 

●

●

●

●

●

3.1 



Make lessons fun and engaging. Consider activities, 
breaks, and intentional interaction3.1 

●

●

●

●



●

●

●

●

●

Maintain teacher connections and improve readiness for 
school return with radio-based professional development3.2 

https://www.risingacademies.com/rising-onair
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●

●

●

●

An organised approach is key to success4.1 



Make the best quality recordings you can, but don’t worry 
if you don’t have a studio.4.2 

●

●

●

●



4.2 
Make sure to keep effective classroom practices in mind 
throughout the recording process

●

●

●

●



Maximise your reach by identifying your target audiences 
and the radio stations they listen to5.1 

●

●

●

●

●



Partner Stories:
Schorge of Koudougou 

High School

●

●

●

Consider a range of distribution channels once the 
content is developed and recorded5.2 

https://www.archdaily.com/885677/lycee-schorge-secondary-school-kere-architecture


Partner Stories:
Mango Tree Literacy Lab

Enhance the effectiveness of radio learning through 
community-based teacher and senior student support5.3 

●

●

●

●

●

●

https://mangotreeuganda.org/
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●

●

●

●

6.1 
In the design stage, build content and solicit feedback 
quickly 



7.1 
Improve interpretation of impact evaluation results and 
understanding of implementation via monitoring

●

●

●



7.2 

●

●

●

○

○
○
○
○

Help build the evidence base for radio-based distance 
learning



●

●

●

●

●

Assessments of student learning outcomes inform 
programme delivery and improve understanding of 
impact 

8.1 
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●

●

●

●

Consider other scalable, low-tech strategies to make radio 
more effective as radio alone is unlikely to be enough9.0

https://www.risingacademies.com/on-air-sms


Partner Stories:
Results for Development

●

●

●

●

●

It’s important to think about the desired outcomes and 
whether SMS is a strategy to achieve those outcomes9.1

https://r4d.org/


Causal chain diagrams help to map out and visualise 
expected outcomes

●

9.1



●

●

●

●

After defining and validating your SMS purpose, it’s 
necessary to build your SMS infrastructure9.2



Develop and test content to determine what works for 
your audience

●

●

●

●

9.3

https://www.textmagic.com/free-tools/sms-length-calculator


Learn and improve as you go: monitor your progress 
weekly to allow for course correction as needed

●

●

●

●

●

9.3
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Sample content overviews: Early Childhood
Sample content overviews: early childhood10.1



Sample parent survey
Sample parent survey10.2



●

●

Sample student phone assessmentSample student phone assessment10.3

https://www.risingacademies.com/onair
https://www.risingacademies.com/rising-onair






Sample 6-week SMS message schedule
Sample six-week SMS message schedule10.4





Catalogue of example radio lesson activities
Catalogue of example radio lesson activities10.5

https://www.akanksha.org/


Sample audio content from Liberia and Pakistan
Sample audio content from Liberia and Pakistan10.6




